
ñThe history of XXth century Latin American art music 

would not be the same without the maverick figure

of Guillermo Espinosa" Aurelio de la Vega, Cuban composer

Guillermo Espinosa (1905-1990), one of the most important figures in 

Latin American music of the 20th century,was born in Cartagena Colombia. 

After following studies in Europe(Italy, Germany,and Switzerland), Espinosa 

returned to Colombia when he completed a Latin American tour that marked 

the beginning of his extraordinary career throughout the Americas. He moved 

to Washington D.C. to assume duties as an official of the Pan American 

Union, an influential organization which was instrumental in developing 

performances, editions and commissions of new American music. 

The career of Guillermo Espinosa was marked by a tireless devotion to the 

promotion of  Latin American music and to the exchanges between musicians 

of the Americas. He is best known for the Inter-American Festivals of 

Washington, D.C. 

The Collection, which is now a work in progress, includes important 

items that illustrate Espinosaôs endeavors . Some scores, books and recordings 

are already inIUCAT, while other of these itemsare currently in the process 

of being cataloged . Newspaper clips, concert programs, pictures, letters, 

invitations and other rare items of restricted access are also part of the 

collection. 

Scholars and other interested patrons can visit the collection in person by 

requesting an appointment at lamc@indiana.edu
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ESPINOSA IN ITALY

ESPINOSA IN GERMANY

At the end of 1920s we find Guillermo Espinosa studying at the Conservatory Giuseppe Verdi in Milano, 

Italy.  Espinosa lived in Europe until 1932, when he conducted a concert of Latin American works in 

Germany with the Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra. In Germany Espinosa studied at the Hochschule fur 

Musik in Berlin, and in Switzerland he studied under Felix Weingartner. The main documentation for this 

period is represented for newspaper clips and programs attached to some of the 12 scrapbooks that are 

important part of this collection. For this particular period, there are also other items that are not contained in 

these books, like pictures of performers, composers, and other people related to Espinosaôs career in Europe.  

The links in the map show samples of items and records about important events in Espinosaôs life.
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In 1931and 1932 Espinosa was involved in three important events that were related to Latin America. The 

first was the creation of the German Latin American Music Union with the celebration of 5 concerts in Berlin 

in 1931. The second, in 1932, was the ceremony in celebration of "El Dia de la Raza" with music conducted 

by Guillermo Espinosa and, in 1932, he also conducted the Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra in a German-

ibero-american concert. In the collection we can find items related to these events. For instance in the 12 

scrapbooks holdings there are newspaper clippings announcing, commenting or reviewing these events. 

There are also flyers, and even posters about Espinosaôs conducting activities in Germany. Below, three 

examples of items in the Espinosa Collection
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